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+ Btrength and Frograms.

7

1. The Algerian Comuuniet Perty (ACP) has two deputids in the French Nationel
Assexbly, Plerrs Fayst and Alice Sportisse » end one delegate to the Algerisn

Aesenbly, Rene Justrebo., In recent years M

inereased political representation but them

the Commlunists have failed to gain
e 18 no indication that they have

let up on their propagands cempelgn and possible clandestine activities. The

Party largel)' dominates the. dackwonmkers and reilway

of the Confédération Génerale 4u Traveil (CGT) Union.

2, The ACP Secretariat consists of a emsll handful of the selegt, pertliculerly
. larbl Bouhell, Peul Cehallero, Bachir Hed) All, Younes Kouch and Andre Moine.
In broad outlines, the ACP progrem includes the following: .

B. Colleberation with the natlonslists » With the eventuel sim of cauplete

domination,

b, Following the Moscew line on plavs for'tpeacs

¢. Continued demand for separstion of Church and State in order to secure
nationalist support, partlcularly that of the Qulems.

d. Agltatlion for and support of dgck strikes end strikes in the fleld of
transportation and agriculture, whether for the benefit of the worker or

net,

€. Regular condemnation of Gevermmeut interference with elections,

f. Condemustion of the Atlsntic Pact and American bases in Burope .

g. Continued stressing of the peaceful aims of the Soviet Union.
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h, Contlnued denuncietion of the waxsin Kores and Viet Nam as wars of imperi-
alism.

i. Continued strengthening of front organizations for mass sction in the event
of revolution, )

The ACP heg at its. command several front orgenizations in Algeria ampng which
are the Assoclation Algerienne des Amis de 1'URSS and the Union des Femmes
d*Algérie, .Allce Sportisse is a member of the directorate of the latter orgeni-
zation, and Lucette Menaranche and Bays Allouchiche ,ére 1ts secretaries. The
Union gent a lebtbter of the Front Algérien pour le Défense et le Respect de la
Liberté (FADRL) at the time of its creation to the effect that the Party would
respond to the FADRL appeal and would resolutely sustain its action.

The ACP publishes twoe local newspapers, Libertd, a weekly, and Alger ,Relgublicain,
8 dslly, which interpret the Party line For the falthful. During times of
emotlonal stresd f{gome issue around which the Patty can build an appeal for
greater sales), the newepepers sell as many as 15,000 to 18 000 copies. While
this 1s nft a #afe rule on which to gauge Party strength, 1t offers a basis for
estlmate.” This means that the number of hard core or staunch Party members is
much smaller. In the-electlons of June 1951, for the National Amsembly, the
Communiste. drew about 32,000 votes. ILater, in local contests, the figure was
reduced to half, If the Government continues to exercise a firm hand to contrel
Communist activities, the Party wlll mot appear as a threat to natiomal stebility.

Native and European Membership,

It is dlfficult to srrive at a satisfactory concluslon as to the actual strength
of the Communist Party in Alglers. It is mede more difficult by the fantastic
clelms of Party orgenizers where there 1is a drive for Party membership. For
instance, a meeting ls organized for the purpose of advocating world peace or
to offer a protest to the Government againat the arrest of ACP members. Those
who attend and slgn, dr ihdlcate their willingness to slgn by affixing an "X*,
will be clessified es Party members. Some mey be recruited but the majority
will never pay dues, attend meetings or carry out Party directives,

From time to time, protest meetlngs are held in Alglers in a downtown theater,
Only a handful of CP members are involved but free tickets are distributed all
over the City so that two or three hundred pecple attend. This meeting is

then porirayed ms = mass protest egainst whatever the CP objective 1s. Actu-
ally, the majJorlty of those attending have neo idea as to what it 1s all about,

The present CP pollicy seems to be to glve the natives the grester number of
responsible posltions within the Party but to. retain thé control within the
European members who, in turn-receive thelr directives from the next higher
echelon. One of the primary reasgns for thlg is thet, 1f the occasion should
arise; a "spontsnecus” local uprising would be assured.

Outside Support.
Support and direction come from the CP in France, through the Party and through
the Party-domineted CGT labor unions.

Leon Felx, a member of the Central Committee of the French CP, presided over
the meeting of the Central Commititee of the ACP in Alglers on 17-18 January

1953.

Financlal support from outside Algeris is one of the Party's most closely
guarded secrets. However, 1t is supposed to exlist because Party dues and
worker contributions could not keep the Party alive,
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Compinist Inflltration of the Netionalist Movement.

On 25 July snd 5 Awgdst 1951, the Algirian CP realized one of the goals for
whlch it hed worked sifies 1.92:6: the treation of o common or united front
between it and the netienalist elements. These netionslist elements ware the
Unlon Demgeratique du Menifeate Algérien (UDMA), and the Association des
Oulemas. Politieal observers have proclaimed for years the impossibllity of
such a front beceuse of the Moslem religlon, It 1y perhaps, a "merriage of
convenienve™ because, next to natiomel independence, the separation of Cult and
Stete lo the primery ohjective of the nationalists aid, particularly, the Culemss,
Witheut this provision; 1t doss nobt seem Ukely that the netionslists would have
egreed. to enter gqurh & unlon,

The "front" hes a permenent secretariet of ten members vhe mre representatives
of the abéve groups. )

After the original mesting of the initiative vommittee om 5 July, the consti-
tutive assembly met 5 August 1951, to complete the task of organization, This
asgentbly wes tontrolled by the followlnge :

Chelkh Larbl Tebessl - presided gver the eeggubly
Ahmed Bowuendjel = UDMA

Cheikh Kherredins » Qulemas

Ahmed Franeis - UDMA

Ahmed Mezerne. -~ MTLD

Abdeyrehmane Kiouane - MTLD

Mustaphe Fervoukhi - MTLD

Larbl Boubsli = ACP

Peul Caballerc = ACP

Almed Mshmoudd » ACP

Andre Rulg = ACP

Ahmed Toufik el Madani ~ Independents
Rlemal Sfindja « Infependents

The ACP bas made 1% Guite clear that it would not be bownd by any actlon of the
other componsnts of the "front" which might sonflict with the Moscow line,
Actlon commitiees, conalsting lsrgely of previous committess 5 vere ureated
throughout Algeria to eet in the name of the FADRL in meking protests, eto,

The UDMA, MTLD and Association des Oulemss benefited im thelr unlon with the
Communists by securing space in the Commmmist papers Liberté and Alger Répub-
licein, They control no newspapers of thelr cwn, The conservetive press, to

& great extent, ignores politlcal questions dealing with metionalist affelrg,
and, therefore, is not interested im publishing eppeals for netlonal indepen
dence. Themationalists of Algerie will accept help from snyone, Relatively
few netlionalists; however; are true Communists and only a small mumber; pro-
portionately, are Communist sympethimers. Thelr attitude is that if one 1s
engaged in a siruggle and is offered help, even though the help is obJectioneable,
it would be foollsh mot to ancept the offer at least; until the struggle 1g won,

In the obvious leck of coopersticn from the netlanellists,; the fremtic appeal
of the Communiste to revive the front and thelr requests to the metionalists

to Joln forces in elections, etc,, the Commmists have, thus fary significantly
falled in their sttempted penetration and conmtrol the naticnalist movement,

The ACP mekes e studied effort to sppesr es the chempion of the underprivileged:
to the Qulemas, 1t offers itself as a chempion of religious freefoms to the
unskilled laborer, & ghampion for better wagesp and to the eivil servant, a
fighter for increased vetirement andl uther benefits. The Party declares ite
self as all things to mll men,
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Labor Uniong.

- ndersts ‘ tinfluence end control of cerfaln Algerian labor unions,
it b8 nmaaary ta review the background of the rise of trade uniome in Alkeris.
Thely origing logslly, has been entirely French. Before Wordd War I1I, there
were only two groups: The CGT and the Cathollc Servants. Under the Vichy
regime, they diseppesred. Trade unions were reconstituted only after the
Allied lendings in Algeris, at which tlwme, a group of Communists who had been
imprisened at Maledn Carvée, were relemsed. Thelr activities in the lebor moves
ment contributed materially towards fostering the Communiset line. There was
little gppesition to thelr progress becmuse no one recognized the speciszl method
of inflltration intg Yehor unions which they employed.

Four unlons, petberned after those in France, now exist in Algerla. They are:
1) the Commmnist«led CGTy 2) the Force ouvridre (FO)}j g; the Catholic Conféara-
tion Frangeise -des Trewellleurs Chrétiens (CFIC)j and 4) the Independents. The
latter consieta largely of rewapspermen; teschers snd police gfficers. The
CFIC has endesvored fo-exbtend 1ts influence but has made only nomlinsl progress.
It azzg, however, heve some support smeng bank emplgyces of Alglers, Oran and
Constantine .,

The FO had & difficult start in 1947 as & new movement opposed to the CHT,
Althpugh offleially spolltlesl; the FO has & background of the Sgelalist Party,
SFI0. Lemding wnion flgures usuelly Join this party. The FO 1s stronger in
the SFIO stronghelds of Oran, Tlemgen, Perregeux and Beni-Saf,

The CGT unlons, which eye by fer the strongesty beve s distinet advantuge over

‘the CFTC and FO unfons because of: 1) their financlel situstion, elthough

menber suntributions sre low and sometimes non-existeni, and 2) their position
vig-a-vis the nationalist Moslem populstion. A French Commmist worker is
compelled by the Party line to look favorahly upon Mgslems, Becauwse of this,
CGT unions have ep easisr approach to Areb workers than do the other wnlous,
Thig 1a pertlicwlarly true of the dgekers and trem workers of Alglers, Oren
end Comstantine, In Alglers, the tramveymen, mostly of Keyble origln, are

Sge percent politicelly ellled to the MTLD but thelr union is affilisted with
the CGT.

It 1s A1fflcult to errive at a relliskle figure of present trade union strength,
Member ¢erds are not Lssued by the professionel or Industrisl mnion but are
"gold"™ on & yearly bsals to the member wnions by the Confedsration itself, The
migratory tendency of the everage Areb worker alsg magnifies the task of
srriving et a figure, Out of & labor force of roughly one end one~helf millipn,
there are believed to be less than gne hundred thoussnd affiliated with the
unions mentioned sbove,

In the conduct of undonm sotivity, there is very little collective bargelning

in the usual sense of the word., Members adhere to the union more in the be~
lief thet some able leader will be sble to "arrenge things" thean for the pur«
pose of collectlve egreements. Strikes seldom ocewr in privete buslness but
sre more frequent im publlc services or natlonelized plante. Politiesl strikes,
ealled by the CGT, are on the decline., From time to time, the CGT dockers
union will inaiet on & atrike in protest of shipment of wer materials to Indp-
shine but they are ususlly failures beceuse of the adequate supply of casusl
lebor which the COT has not yet been able to orgenize,

The Civil Servant unione are more important in Algerla then those in private
induatry. The nationalized services, .whose employees ar¢ considered civil
gervants, inglude: tramways, rallways, coalegas sund electtic supplies (Elecs
tricite et Gaz {'Algerie ~ EGA) end the Militery Ai¥ Force plants at EL Alah,
Post office workers usuelly adhere tc¢ the CGT in Alglers. The weight of civil
servants among all unions 1s tipped in favor of the Ewropean slements expeclally
in the F0. TForeign workers sre not allowed by law to held wnion offices of any
kind, B
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23« The Comminlst-daminated CCT contrels the uniuns of the following services:
- ports sud dosks, rallveys, trensports, educstlon, piblic services (hospitals),
slestrinlty end gag. _ : |

26. The COT slaims widesprend recridtuent among sgricultural workers but setually
Little pregress hes been made. It is more AifPicult to organize the Moslem
workers. than. bhe Eurspeen workers beceuse of rate hetred and the minor status
vihigh the- Areh worker still retains. The majority of Moslem workers is un-
skilled 8o that thelr.pay 1s alweys lower them that of the Ewropeans. Some
progreas, however, ks belng made through effective measires by the Government,
In Government serviee, there ls now no difference in pay begsuse of & workerta
rage or veliglom, In-sgricultural work, minimm wages are set and enforced by
the Covermment -amd. the employer is obliged to present wage 1ists to the local
autharities every pay duy,

27. Duxing the paat yeay, there hss been no sppreviskle iucresse in Party strength
ar in its control ower the lshor element through which it operates, Due to
the setivity of the FO snd CFIC, the COT untans have sctuslly lost stremgth,
which 1s evident by thelr lack of sbility to e¢all strikes at will. Their
present abilily to-dlsrupt, for auy length of time, the coummientiuns, the
comuerce snd work ln matiguallized Industries im questionable, partieulsrily
if the strike ls given & political orientation which the Perty is wortto inject
into every strilte without jugtiffcation. For the past Pew years, there have
been no protracted strikes which materislly affected Algerisn produetion or
welfare. Isasmnuch-es this is thelr maln avenue of epproseh to the masses, their
#trength or weekness In this fleld is & falrly accwrate eriterion by which to
Judge the averasll possibility of future action,

1. gimer: « In July 1952, en Amerlcean an!;a;lim,‘: in en Interw
25X1A view with & Rt vel Govermment officisl of Algerisy was glven the
following information, by the latter, on the strength of the Commmist

Party in Algerie: there were no definite figwres ox the strength of the
Communist Perty im Algerie but it wes his guess that the Commmist herd
c‘cmge aid not exeeed 3,000, end the remsining Commmist following wes
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